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(2) LEARNING OUTCOMES  

 

Learning Outcomes 

 

Upon successful completion of the course, students will have 

• a proper understanding of the debates in the field of ontology, between monism, dualism, 

and pluralism, from 17th to early 19th century. 

an appreciation of the different conceptualizations of essence, substance, qualities and 

relations in the domain of metaphysics. 

• studied the arguments put forward regarding the possibilities, as well as the limitations of 

human knowledge 

• familiarized themselves with the thought of the major philosophers of the modern period, 

including  Descartes, Spinoza, Leibniz, Locke, Berkeley, Hume, Kant, Hegel. 

General Skills 

 

Upon successful completion of the course, students will have developed their critical abilities and 

be in a position to 

• handle concepts that are widely used in modern philosophy 

• develop critical thinking 

• manage independent work 

• work in an international environment 



 

 

(3) COURSE CONTENT 

 
1 Early Modern Philosophy: the shift form metaphysics to epistemology 

2 Descartes: the methods of rational inquiry 

                    Descartes, Rules for the Direction of the Mind 

3 Descartes: grounding dualism in metaphysics and philosophy of mind 

                    Descartes: Meditations 

4 Spinoza & Leibniz: the sovereignty of reason 

                     Spinoza, Ethics 

5 Locke & Berkeley: the many faces of sense-experience 

                    Locke, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding 

6 Hume I: from empiricism to skepticism 

                    Hume: A Treatise of Human Nature, Book I 

7 Hume II: from skepticism to naturalism 

                    Hume: A Treatise of Human Nature, Book III 

8 Kant I: the critical turn 

                    Kant, Critique of Pure Reason, Introduction, Transcendental Aesthetic 

9 Kant II: the transcendental turn 

                     Kant, Critique of Pure Reason, Transcendental Analytic 

10 Kant III: the antinomies of reason 

                     Kant, Critique of Pure Reason, Transcendental Dialectic 

11 Kant IV: the primacy of practical reason 

                     Kant, Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals 

12 Hegel I: identity and difference 

                     Hegel, Phenomenology of Spirit, Part A 

13 Hegel II: the structure of self-consciousness 

                     Hegel, Phenomenology of Spirit, Part B 

 

 

(4) TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS – ASSESSMENT 

 
TEACHING FORMAT  

 
Lectures in class combined with discussion. 

USE OF INFORMATION AND 

COMMUNICATION 

TECHNOLOGIES 

Use of the e-class online platform. 

TEACHING STRUCTURE 
 Activity 

Semester 

Workload 

Lectures 39 

Studying on one’s own 261 

  

• generate new scholarly and research ideas and organize in a coherent and systematic way 

one’s thought. 



  

Total 

(30 hours of work per credit unit) 
300 

 

STUDENT EVALUATION 

 
One 5,000-word essay 

 

The main criterion of assessment is the degree to which 

a student understands the concepts, views and 

arguments involved in an issue and can use the 

concepts in order to articulate an approach to it. 

Additional criteria are the degree of familiarity with the 

literature, good structure in the discussion of a topic, 

any originality, etc. The criteria of assessment are 

explained to the students before the essay submission. 

 

 

(5) RECOMMENDED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 
General works on individual philosophers; detailed reading instructions and selections will be 

provided at each lecture. 
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